GRADUATION

July 25, 2008

Get ready for... Masonic Care Community of NY
Utica, NY

July 19-24, 2009
Utica Fire Academy
Utica, NY

For Information:
www.fswnys.org ® 845-309-1325

To encourage the participation of women in the career & volunteer fire
service of the State of New York;

To disseminate pertinent fire service information to its members;
To provide a supportive network & communication among women in
the fire service;

To conduct an annual training weekend for fire service women;

To establish “Phoenix Firecamp”, a week-long residential Utica Fire Academy
\ summer camp for teenagers. j Utica,K NY
’

July 20-25, 2008




WELCOME MESSAGE ~ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We are proud that the Fire Service Women of New York State
asked the City of Utica to host Phoenix Firecamp, a unique
program which is the first of its kind in the Northeastern United
States. What a great commentary on the resources of our Fire
Department that the planning committee of career and volunteer
women firefighters from throughout New York State decided
that Utica was the ideal location for the Camp!

We are likewise proud of the enthusiastic reception our citizens, businesses and
local organizations have given the project, along with fire departments and
individuals from the greater Central New York region. Everyone has come
together in a great outpouring of support which speaks to the generosity and
hospitality of the Mohawk Valley. I'm confidant that the campers will return
home with the memories of a lifetime and an appreciation for the true mean-
ing of “community.”

We applaud the accomplishments of today’s Phoenix Firecamp graduates. This
week has not been a walk in the park. You worked hard, undoubtedly
performed physical tasks you never thought possible, experienced the
discipline required to be a firefighter and had the enviable opportunity to be
mentored by women who know what it is like to be “on the job.” You learned
the importance of team building and developing your confidence and
leadership skills. Hopefully, you will incorporate these valuable lessons in other
aspects of your life and the values you found at Phoenix Firecamp will last
forever.

Thank you especially to the parents of the Phoenix campers who entrusted
your teenagers to the care of the Fire Service Women of New York State and
the Utica Fire Department for a defining week of work and play. We are
certain they return home with a different perspective on many things and trust
that they have made new friends and had a wonderful time in the process.

We hope that you will all return to Utica!

We're in this together,

Russell Brooks, Chief
Utica Fire Department

David R. Roefaro, Mayor
City of Utica
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- Minerva Bunker Gear Cleaners

- Mohawk Valley Community College

- New York State Association of Fire Chiefs

- Colleen Marris

- Masonic Care Community of New York

- Rocco Migliori, Westmoreland Central Schools
- Modena Fire & Rescue

- Baha’s Sports Bar

- Asst. Chief Joe Baker, Lee Center FD

- Rob Bartholomay, CPR Instructor

- Board of Commissioners, Westmoreland FD

- MaryAnn Boffi

- Asst. Chief Tom Bolanowski, New Hartford FD
- Paul Buckley, City of Utica

- Buffalo FD - New Hartford FD Auxiliary
- Victor Cardillo, Westmoreland Central School - Nice N Easy, Westmoreland
District - North Star Orchards

- Central New York Firemen’s Association

- Central Oneida County Volunteer
Ambulance Corps.

- Clark Mills FD

- Clinton FD

- Deansboro FD

- Domino’s Pizza, Rome

- Steve Dziura

- Jeff Effland

- Ferlo’s Original Bakery

- Fire and Emergency Services Exploring,
Greater NY Council

- FD of the City of New York (FDNY) -

- Oneida County Ladies Auxiliary

- Oneida County Volunteer Firemen’s
Association

- Oriskany Ladies Auxiliary

- O’Scugnizzo’s Pizza, Rome

- P&C Foods, Rome

- Price Chopper, Rome

- Proforma Business & Promotional Products

= Bill Rocker

- Lillian Rundle

- Rural Metro Ambulance

- Doug Sandbrook, New York State Office of
Homeland Security

~Quartermaster - Seaglass Logowear
- Firemen’s Association of the State of New York  _ Seymour's Diner
(FASNY) _ - Stanwix Heights FD
- Frankfort Center Fire Department - Shirley Suskie
-JeffGil - Town of Walworth Fire Explorers Post 113
- Grandes Pizzeria, Westmoreland - Victor Talerico

- Hannaford Supermarkets

~ Tom Hart, Central Body Shop - Village Food Mart, Oriskany

- Tri-Valley Beverage

- Les Hillage . : ;
. - Tyler Fire Equipment, Elmira, NY
- \Fliose.’ang Ia:nnonei Dunkin Donuts, New Hartford - Utica Professional Firefighters, Local 32
- |\;|)i|e<)é Sjor?rslsgﬁr?/r\]/estmorelan 4D - Asst. Chief Tom Wilcox Il, Westmoreland FD
B ' - Wal-Mart Stores: New Hartford & Rome
- Cari Kessler .
- Chief Jim Kimball, Westmoreland FD - Westmoreland Central School District
- Knucklehead'’s - Westmoreland Ladies Auxiliary

- Asst. Chief Rick Young, Clinton FD

- Jack Lane, Clinton Shoe Center
- YWCA Mohawk Valley

- Meelans Market
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CEREMONY
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tribute to team effort. The Fire Service Women of New York State

gratefully acknowledge the many individuals, businesses and
organizations that made it possible and extend heartfelt thanks for the
enthusiastic support the Camp received in countless ways.

| he successful completion of the second Phoenix Firecamp is a

The City of Utica, under the leadership of Mayor David R. Roefaro,
welcomed Phoenix Firecamp back to the hospitable city that has be-
come “home.” Chief Russell Brooks committed the full resources of the
Utica Fire Department to ensure that we had essential equipment,
lodging, training sites, personnel and logistical support. This has been a
remarkable experience for the campers, the staff and the greater
Utica community.

The Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department has been a true partner
in the effort. They provided camper/staff bus transportation all week
and held two outstanding social events. Campers were welcomed
Sunday night with a Waterball/Bucket Brigade and Tug-o-war. The
Thursday night Social/Barbeque at the firehouse was an appreciation
night for everyone who contributed to making Phoenix a reality and it
was a great send-off for the campers.

We are especially appreciative this year for the substantial financial
contribution given Phoenix Firecamp by the Firemen’s Association of
the State of New York (FASNY) to help defray food costs. The Buffalo
Fire Department deserves special recognition for their generosity in
donating bunker gear for the campers, as does Minerva Bunker Gear
Cleaners of Long Island City who agreed to clean the gear at no cost.

The obvious problem with a list of credits is that inadvertent omissions

can occur. We sincerely hope that is not the case and trust if there has
been a slip-up, you will understand and bring it to our attention.

THANK YOU!

Firefighter/EMT Tammy Kimball

Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department

Rev. Joseph Salerno, Chaplain
Utica Fire Department

Lead by: Firefighter Chicki Wilkinson

Xerox Fire Department

Mayor David R. Roefaro
City of Utica

Senator Joseph A. Griffo
47th District

Chief Russell Brooks

Utica Fire Department

Chief James Kimball
Westmoreland Volunteer Fire Department

Lieutenant Anna Schermerhorn-Collins
Post Advisor, FSWNYS Explorer Post 0707
Director, Phoenix Firecamp

%

Firefighter/EMT Kimball
" $ "

Lt. Schermerhorn-Collins

Mayor Roefaro
Chief Brooks

Rev. Joseph Salerno
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GRADUATES

FACULTY & STAFF

Chelsea Berry Brooklyn,
Megan Collins ontario,
Stephanie DeWaele clyde,
Stephany Downs sylvan Beach,
Marisa Easop campbell Hall,
Victoria Estupinan wailkitl,
Shayna Gaumer oriskany Falls,
Keriann Grandazza Rockville Center,
Chelsea Heitzmann oriskany,
Karen Jackson charlton,
Andrea Meadows Rochester,
Kelsea Meyer Modena,

Lauren Michels clinton,
Victoria Nash Truxton,

Kaitlyn Parker Norwich,
Kathryn Robinson Buffalo,
Brook Rowley puanesburg,
Megan Sauer Liberty,
Amanda Whisman west winfield,
Bethany White candor,

Sarah Wyatt ithaca,
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Firefighter Pam Christian Guilderland Fire Dept.

Firefighter Mary Christiano Nassau Fire Dept.
Firefighter/EMT Kelly Dickinson Halfmoon-waterford Fire Dept.
Chief Diana DiPrima (Ret.) Cherry Grove Fire Dept.
Firefighter Heather Drieling Lousville Volunteer Fire Dept.
Firefighter Sara Errington syracuse Fire Dept.

EMT Jacqueline Ferris westmoreland Volunteer Fire Dept.

Lt. Michele Fitzsimmons Fire Dept. of the City of NY
Firefighter Eileen Gregan (Ret.) Fire Dept. of the City of NY
Chief Lyn Hutton (Ret.) cherry Grove Fire Dept.

Lt. Jennifer Jackson west Crescent Fire Dept.

Battalion Chief Rochelle Jones Fire Dept. of the City of NY
Firefighter/EMT Tammy Kimball westmoreland Volunteer Fire Dept.
Firefighter/EMT-B Wendy Lazore constable Fire Dept.
Firefighter Christa Lombardo Buffalo Fire Dept.

Firefighter Maureen O’Neill Fire Dept. of the City of NY
Firefighter Ellen Peoples Buffalo Fire Dept.

Firefighter Liz Plymell cherry valley Fire Dept.

Jackaline Ring FswNys Board of Directors

Lt. Anna Schermerhorn-Collins Fire Dept. of the City of NY
Paramedic Catrin Svensson Ny/Columbia Presbyterian Hospital
Firefighter Lisa Urnaitis sparkill Palisades Fire Dept.

Lt. Adrienne Walsh Fire Dept. of the City of NY

Rita Wessel (Ret.) pennsylvania State Fire Academy

Firefighter Chicki Wilkinson xerox Fire Dept.
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